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Frequently Asked Questions Related to COVID-
19 

 

If my student is COVID positive, who should I notify? 
 The building where your student attends.  Please be prepared to share the 

medical documentation from a medical professional that confirms the positive 
case.  GEVSD and LCHD have to receive this information to begin their 
processes.  GEVSD cannot consider home tests as medically verified.   

If I have a student who tests COVID-positive and I let school 
officials know, what happens next? 

 The school official will ask for a copy of the COVID-positive test document 
given to you by the medical professional.  Only positive tests with 
documentation from a medical professional are considered valid by the Licking 
County Health Department (LCHD) and the Ohio Department of Health 
(ODH). 

 School officials will send that documentation to LCHD so contact tracing can 
begin.  LCHD cannot act until positive tests are in the state system or it has 
received positive test documentation.  With the schools sending the 
documentation directly to LCHD, it speeds up the process for contact tracing. 

 LCHD will get in touch with the family via email and will inform them of the 
duration of the isolation and return to school date for the student.  It will also 
ask for names of close contacts of the student in non-school environments.  
Please be sure to check your spam folder if you are expecting an email from 
LCHD. 

 The District will call and/or email the families of close contact students.  If this 
occurs during the school day, we will ask for students to be picked up 
immediately.   

 Emails to families in the building and in each classroom of the COVID-positive 
student will be sent as soon as contact tracing is completed.  The building and 
classroom notifications do not mean your student is identified as a close 
contact.  GEVSD is required by law to send these building and classroom 
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general notifications.  Your student is only a close contact if you have been 
reached by phone and/or individualized email from the school building staff.   

How are close contacts of COVID-positive students 
determined in school settings? 

 Any unmasked individual in a classroom, bus, lunch table, etc. who was within 
6 feet of the COVID-positive individual will be designated a close contact. 

 Individuals who are consistently masked in a classroom, bus, etc. but were 
within 3 feet of a COVID-positive student for more than 15 minutes in a 24-
hour period are designated as a close contact.  

My student is fully vaccinated.  I thought they were not 
quarantined.  Why are they identified as a close contact? 

 Schools are not allowed to ask for vaccination status.  Only LCHD has that 
information unless a family has shared their vaccination card with the Granville 
Schools.  Vaccinated students are therefore still reported as close contacts in 
many situations, but then released by LCHD.  Per ODH guidelines, once it is 
verified a student is fully vaccinated, they can return to school if they wear a 
mask for two weeks or have a negative viral or PCR test after Day 3 from 
exposure. 

My student is masked at school.  Why are they identified as a 
close contact? 

 Students who are consistently masked can still be close contacts.  The most 
probable reasons for this are: 

• Lunchtime:  Students are unmasked for more than 15 minutes.  
Plexiglass at the elementary and intermediate schools is not considered 
a layer of protection for close contact purposes. 

• Distancing:  Student was masked but closer than 3 feet for more than 15 
minutes to the COVID positive individual.  Buses are an example of this. 

What will happen with personal information collected during 
contact tracing? 

 Any information shared with LCHD or GEVSD during contact tracing by a 
family is confidential.  Likewise, neither GEVSD or LCHD will share information 
with other families about test results, vaccination status, or any other 
medical/personal information.  Close contacts are simply notified that they 



 
 

 
 

have been identified due to exposure to a medically-verified positive COVID 
case. 

 

When can a quarantined student return to school? 
 This is determined by LCHD.  Students who are quarantined and show no 

symptoms can get tested to reduce their quarantine period.  That test can 
occur no earlier than Day 5 from last exposure to the COVID-positive 
individual, and with a negative test result, the student can return to school 
after Day 7 from last exposure (Day 1).  The test must be a PCR or viral test 
performed by a medical professional with documentation.  “At-home” COVID 
test results are not accepted for return to school at this time. 

Are there any exceptions to quarantining regulations for 
students who are not vaccinated? 

 The District cannot approve any exceptions.  Only LCHD can discuss 
exemptions to quarantines and isolations.  One exception is for an individual 
who has been COVID-positive in the past 90 days and has no symptoms. 

When can an isolated, COVID positive student return to 
school? 

 LCHD will provide the parameters and approval to return to school.  In general, 
the student can return 10 days after symptoms first appeared along with the 
absence of fever and other symptoms for at least 24 hours that is absent from 
the use of medicine to relieve those symptoms. 

When will GEVSD consider mandatory face coverings or even 
closing buildings or the entire District and going remote like 
other districts have had to do? 

 LCHD has collected data on our previous year’s COVID positive rates for our 
students and for the entire school district population.  Trend data for positive 
cases and quarantines, comparison to 2020-21 school year baseline data, 
spread within classrooms and buildings, LCHD data on community spread and 
hospitalization rates, and county/statewide information from ODH are all data 
sources that will be considered before any change in our current mask-
optional status is changed.  Should such a change need to occur, it will be 
communicated broadly through all District communication channels. 



 
 

 
 

 The District and LCHD monitor cases and transmission on a daily basis. The 
contact tracing procedures allow us to be specifically mindful of any possibility 
of transmission within the schools. Indications of transmission within the 
schools will be a strong factor in making decisions on layers of protection and 
other possible mitigation strategies. 

What happens if a student has symptoms that are COVID-like 
and comes to the clinic at one of the schools? 

 GEVSD is not testing any students or staff.  The medical staff will assess the 
student.  In some cases, the family will be contacted to pick the student up 
from school out of an abundance of caution.  Families will be asked to monitor 
symptoms and not send the student to school if symptoms still occur.  Testing 
for COVID will be a decision that will be left for the family to determine.  
Students who are waiting to be picked up and are showing symptoms will be 
required to stay in the clinic areas of the main offices at each building. 

If my student has symptoms that are COVID-like and/or is 
waiting on testing, should I send them to school?  What if they 
have a negative test result but still have symptoms? 

 No.  If a student is awaiting test results and has symptoms, please do not send 
them to school.  Daily symptom checks and monitoring at home are the first 
line of defense to ensure that we can keep schools open by reducing the 
possibility for spread. If your student shows any of the symptoms or has likely 
been exposed to COVID, keep them home from school. 

 We are all faced with the reality that many common illnesses like the cold or flu 
mirror COVID symptoms.  As a general rule for all communicable illnesses, 
students should not return to school until they have had at least 24 hours of 
symptom-free time that is not enhanced or improved by any medication.   

What if my student has been exposed to a COVID positive 
individual outside of school or has a family member who is 
positive, but the student is still not showing symptoms and has 
not tested positive? 

 Sometimes contact tracing that occurs outside of the school setting takes 24 – 
48 hours before notifications are sent to individuals.  In cases where exposure 
to a COVID positive case was likely or a positive case occurred within the 
family, please keep your student at home and monitor all symptoms.  Both will 
likely create a quarantine designation for the student and we should not wait 



 
 

 
 

on outside agencies to begin.  If you have questions, please contact the 
student’s building for guidance. 

 

 

What is the District’s face covering break policy for those that 
wear masks to school? 

 As needed with students and staff.  Students may have a mask break at times 
initiated by the teacher in small, separated groups and individually as 
necessary.   

Why isn’t GEVSD offering a Zoom/online option this year? 
 Zoom was a necessary tool to utilize with the unknown of what a COVID 

environment would look like in schools.  While it filled a need at that time, 
Zoom and remote learning is not an optimal avenue for instruction and, more 
importantly, learning, for students.  At the secondary level, Zoom attendance 
and engagement of students was a significant concern that can best be 
remedied by individual contact with teachers for students who are out of 
school.  The same is even more true for elementary students. 

What support does the District have for students struggling 
socially and emotionally with coming to school in a COVID 
environment? 

 Please contact the building counselor, teacher(s) and/or principals to share 
what you are seeing or hearing from your student at home.  Sometimes 
students struggling are not apparent with their actions, achievement and 
engagement at school, and sometimes their struggles at school are not 
apparent at home.  An open line of communication between home and school 
is vital in any situation where a student is struggling, whether it is academic or 
non-academic in nature.  The District has access to support resources that will 
vary depending on the age and needs of the student.   

What is the face covering policy for after-school events and 
extra-curricular activities? 

 For outdoor activities, face coverings are strongly recommended by the 
District and LCHD but not required.  For indoor activities, face coverings are 



 
 

 
 

required except for those individuals who have a medical or religious 
exemption for not wearing a mask.   
 

 

 

Other Links of Interest Related to COVID School Protocols 
 Ohio Department of Health Quarantine Flowchart 

 
 Ohio Department of Health COVID-19 Site 

 
 Licking County Health Department School Guidance 

 
 Licking County COVID-19 School FAQ’s  

 
 Granville Schools COVID Dashboard 

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/static/responsible/covid-19-fact-sheet-k-12-exposure-and-quarantine-flow-chart.pdf
https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/home
https://lickingcohealth.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/LCHD-School-Guidance-8-16-21.pdf
https://lickingcohealth.org/covid-19/covid-19-k-12-school-faqs/
https://www.granvilleschools.org/COVID-19Updates.aspx

